Site: NOCO Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

The Nati onal Parks Centennial provides an opportunity to | ook beyond the day-to-day
wor k of establishing and managi ng the North Country National Scenic Trail. It gives us
t he opportunity to review the | ong-range goals of providing superlative recreationa

and educati onal experiences to the many users and potential users of the Trail

The Centennial Vision for the North Country National Scenic Trail is to substantially
expand the miles of trail that are established and open to public use, and to establish
educational /interpretive facilities along the conpleted segnents of the trail

Approxi mately 2,600 nmiles of the 4,600-nmile trail route |ack the pernmanent protection

t hat woul d ensure the public's right to use and enjoy the trail for generations to
cone. An inmportant elenment of this vision is to expand public awareness of the trai
and the outdoor recreation opportunities it provides through onsite interpretive
waysi de exhibits at all existing segments of the trail

The North Country National Scenic Trail is today a series of disconnected segnents
along its 4,600-mle route. By bringing greater public awareness to the North Country
Trail, public use of the trail and support for connecting the segnments together is
likely to increase. This public support will help to attract the resources needed to
conplete and protect the trail for present and future generations.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Thomas L. Gl bert, Superintendent




Site:

NOCO STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

By protecting lands for the North Country National Scenic Trail and

est abl i shing additional segments with interpretation, the National Park
Service and its partners will help to ensure that prem er outdoor recreation
opportunities--exploring the nationally-significant resources of the "North
Country" by day hiking or |ong-distance backpacking--will be available for
present and future generations. The trail established within these | ands
will be built and maintained to the highest |evels of sustainability.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

NCCO STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Protecting and conpl eting additional segnents of the North Country Nati onal
Scenic Trail and increasing its visibility through interpretive panels and
maps at each segment will help bring children in closer contact with the
natural world around them providing themw th understandi ng and appreciation
for the environnent and the natural processes that operate within it.

Thr ough hi king and interpretive experiences, children will gain an

under standi ng that they are part of this environnent and therefore have a
stake in its sustainability and preservation.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: NOCO RECREATI ON

Encour age col | aboration anong and assist park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network

accessible to all Americans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 mles of trails within or connected to nati onal
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

By protecting lands for the North Country National Scenic Trail and

est abl i shing new segnents with increased visibility through interpretive
panel s and nmaps, the National Park Service and its partners will help to
ensure that prem er outdoor recreation opportunities--exploring the the
speci al places of the "North Country" along its route by day hiking or |ong-
di stance backpacking--will be available for present and future generations.
The trail established within these Iands will be built and maintained to the
hi ghest | evels of sustainability. Trails will be built to neet current
accessi bility standards.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: NOCO RECREATI ON

Establi sh “volun-tourisni excursions to national parks for volunteers to help
achi eve natural and cultural resource protection goals.

I ncrease annual vol unteer hours by 100 percent, fromb5.2 nillion hours to
10.4 million hours.

The North Country National Scenic Trail is built and nmaintai ned by an
extensi ve network of volunteers who are nmenbers of the North Country Trail
Associ ation and its affiliates. |In Fiscal year 2006, they provided

approxi mately 35,000 hours of volunteer service to the North Country Trail.
The National Park Service encourages and supports the efforts of the
Associ ation volunteers through the Chall enge Cost Share program and ot her
forms of assistance.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: NOCO RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

The North Country National Scenic Trail is a national park area that is

| esser known that the nore prominently pronoted National Park System units,
yet it provides inmportant opportunities for recreational and educationa
experi ences that connect people to the land. Wrking with partners to

conpl ete protection of [ands and construction of the North Country Trail,
along with interpretive signing and maps at all established segrments, wll
make the Trail and the opportunities it provides nore visible to citizens of,
and visitors to, our country.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: NOCO EDUCATI ON

Inpart to every Anerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their national
par ks.

Increase visitors' satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

One of the outstanding characteristics of Anerica's |ong-distance Nationa
Scenic Trails is the way they bring the National Park Service--its m ssion
its values, its resources--closer to so nmany people as they thread their way
t hrough our rural |andscapes and our comunities. Many nore people have a
connection with the National Park Systemon a "local" basis because of this
characteristic and their sense of ownership is thereby enhanced. Thus, for
nmany people exploring the North Country National Scenic Trail is exploring
their |ocal areas, thereby increasing their appreciation of the trail and its
resources and fostering a connection with our national system of parks and
trails. The goal of significantly advancing the protection of |ands for the
North Country National Scenic Trail and establishing new segnents wll nake
this local connection a "reality" for those who live near it.

| | The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



